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Fighting the Finances 
A Candid Look at Concordia's Athletic Facihties 











98 members of the athletic community (including student-athletes, coaches and administrators) were surveyed 
about various aspects of Concordia's athletic facilities. Above shows the results for how participants ranked 
Concordia's athletic facilities in the NSIC. 
By Cody Wilcoxson 
When it comes to Concordia University's athletic programs, nothing but success is 
acceptable on the playing field/court/surface/course, but those playing fields, courts, and 
surfaces under the athletes' feet are insufficient for the caliber of athletic program Concordia 
is becoming, at least that is what a survey of 98 members Concordia's athletic community 
has determined. 
Most of the information used in this article was taken from a survey conducted by 
The Sword and sent to the athletic community,—student-athletes, coaches, and administra­
tors—of Concordia University, Saint Paul. 98 individuals completed the survey, and all of 
the quotes given with anonymity are taken from that survey. 
The response was almost unanimous, Concordia's athletic facilities are lacking. Ac­
cording to the survey, the quality of the athletic facilities is well below the other teams 
competing for Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) championships. In the survey, 
43.3% of respondents felt that Concordia's athletic faciiities were in the bottom third of the 
conference. 37.1% of the respondents felt that Concordia's facilities were "in the middle," 
ranking between fourth and eighth in the conference, while 11.3% of respondents went as 
far  as to say,  "CSP has the worst  faci l i t ies ( in  the NSIC) ."  
In response to this, assistant athletic director Tom Mauer said, "I don't think it's 
fair to rate ourselves in how we compare to other schools in the conference...I have been 
here for seventeen years, and we have made unbelievably huge strides in that time," Mauer 
said. "We are focusing on how things were, and the gains we are continuing to make." 
continued on pg. 8 
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Dear students, faculty, and Concordia community members. 
Well, it is getting down to that time of the year. That overwhelming feeling of not having 
enough time to get all of your assignments done is starting to overtake students, especially the se­
niors trying to cram everything in before the ever-looming graduation. I have discussed firsts and 
lasts many times in my letters this year. I don't know if I have many firsts left at Concordia, but I am 
rolling through the lasts. 
This weekend I will take the mound at Barnes Field for the final time as a member of Concor­
dia's baseball team, my parents flying in from Colorado to take part in the Senior Day festivities. It 
is a weird time. I am on the cusp of the "real world." 
Speaking of the "real world," I have been applying for jobs like crazy, and recently in­
terviewed for a media relations position in San Antonio, Texas, that would be quite the culture, er, 
climate change from St. Paul. Where ever I go, and whatever I do, 1 will take many memories of 
Concordia with me. 
See next letter for my sappy, emotional good bye to all of you. Seriously, look forward to 
it, it is going to be legend—wait for it... 
Best wishes, 
Cody Wilcoxson 
Editor-in-Chief, The Sword 
THIS PAKR IS A STUDENT PUBLIUTION NOT AN OFFKIAL CONCMDIA 
PUBLICATION AND THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE NOT NECESSARILY THAT OF THE 
UNIVERSITY, BUT OF THE WRITERS AND STAFF INVOLVED IN THE PUBLICATION. ; lOtjjail 
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Concordia Hosts International Conference on Hmong Studies 
An academic conference covering Hmong history and culture in the hopes of enriching the future 
By Alone Mosley 
The Fourth Intemational Conference on Hmong Studies was held 
the weekend of March 30-31 on the campus of Concordia University. 
This academic conference brought with it much publicity, and many 
people from all over the world. Approximately 400 people were in at­
tendance. Scholars and guests from China, Germany, France, Canada, 
Laos, and other places throughout the United States came to be a part 
of this event. 
The reception, which took place on Friday, March 30,, had niany 
special guests such as. Mayor Chris Coleman, Congresswqman Betty 
McCollum, Sheriff Matt Bostrom, and others. Each of them gave a 
speech and emphasized the importance of remembering our history and 
culture in order to create a more successful future. In his speech. Mayor 
Chris Coleman states, "When you understand your roots and culture, 
you are a stronger person ... . .If we prohibit the study of Our culture, 
we hinder our own growth." Besides the inspiring words by each Of the 
speakers Slat evening, there was a special musical performance by Jerry 
Yang, 2007 World Series of Poker Champion, and Ling Lee^ Chinese-
Hmong singer. Yang, who is also the author of the book All Iru From 
Refugee Camp to Poker Champ, donated 40% of his book proceeds to 
the Center for Hmong Studies. 
The academic sessions took place on Saturday, March 31, and 
they covered a host of topics presented by different scholars. The ses­
sions covered topics such as, Hmong refugee resettlement, the Hmong 
community in Canada, creating change through Hip-Hop, and many 
more. In the opening plenary. Dr. Dao Yang was given the Pioneer 
Award for being the first Hmong to earn a Ph.D. and for his research 
on Hmong history and culture. The conference ended with an evening 
banquet at Crowne Plaza, St. Paul Riverfront Hotel. The live auction, 
raffle, panel of speakers, and musical performance were the evening 
program for the banquet. 
The conference, which is sponsored by the Center for Hmong 
Studies, was started six years ago. With Concordia being the only in­
stitution in the world that has a Center for Hmong Studies, and that 
offers a minor in Hmong Studies, it was only fitting that Concordia also 
initiate and host an academic conference covering Hmong Studies. In an 
interview with Lee Pao Xiong, Director of the Center for Hmong Studies, 
he said, "The conference provides an opportunity for scholars to share 
their research, to recognize scholars for their contributions, and to inspire 
the next generation." 
I 
As you work to complete your bachelor's degree, think about taking the next step 
toward success by pursuing a master's degree. With Concordia's accelerated degree 
programs, you can launch your career while preparing for the next stage of career 
advancement. You'll gain practical professional development that will get you noticed 
at work and help you achieve your goals. 
ACCELERATED —Complete your MA or MBA 
program in less than two years 
MANAGEABLE —Attend class once a week, 
always on the same night 
FLEXIBLE —Online, in-class or blended options 
COLLABORATIVE —Your cohort, a small learning 
group, stays together for the 
duration of your program 
No application fee for 
Concordia University Alumni. 
GRADUATE DEGREES 
Business and Leadership 
MBA 
MBA-Health Care Management emphasis 
Criminal Justice Leadership 
Human Resource Management 
Leadership and Management 
Sport Management 
Strategic Communication Management 
Education 
Classroom Instruction w/ K-12 
Reading Endorsement 
Differentiated Instruction 
Early Childhood Education 
Educational Leadership 
Educational Technology 
Family Ufe Mucation 
Vocation and Ministry 
Christian Outreach Leadership 
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An American's Experience in the Palestinian Territories 
By Alexander Bednar 
In 2011, as I planned to move to Bethlehem in the heart of 
the West Bank, I was uncertain on what to expect. As a recent 
college graduate of Concordia University, St. Paul who had majored 
in International Relations, Economics, and Arabic, my goal was to 
learn more in these areas with some personal experience. Having 
never lived in an Arabic country, I was not sure what to expect or 
what would be expected of me. As part of the experience, I was 
eager to immerse myself in daily usage of the Arabic language, 
which I had studied for three years. 
What I found far surpassed my expectations. It became 
the opportunity of a lifetime as a volunteer abroad position in a 
Lutheran University in Bethlehem named Dar Al Kalima in Arabic 
or "House of the Word" in English. Under the leadership of 
the President the Rev. Dr. Mitre Raheb and Academic Dean Dr. 
Khoury, Dar Al Kalima University specializes in art mediums like 
documentary film, glass work, jewelry design, and music. Opera­
tional since 2006 the institution also has additional emphasis on 
practical fields of study which are in high demand in the region, 
such as tour guide, education, and language programs. 
What is unique about Dar Al Kalima is that they go the 
extra mile to help provide educational opportunities for Palestinian 
refugees from refugee camps like Duheisha and Al Azzah as well 
as providing educational opportunities for the Palestinian Territory's 
minority Christian population. The students, especially those who 
come from refugee camps, are often in dire financial situations. 
Opportunity for a college education relies heavily upon donor fund­
ing from organizations like the European Union and various German 
NGOs. Lutheran organizations in the USA have also provided 
support. Without such international aid, tuition fees and other ex­
penses would make it impossible for students to attend college and 
to improve the livelihoods of themselves and their families. As one 
fluent in English and conversant in Arabic, part of my responsibility 
was writing proposals to the European Union for funding to establish 
a culinary program in the school as well as trying to obtain funding 
for the existing glass artwork program. I also provided one-on-
one English lessons and tutoring to students at the college, a vital 
language in the scenic tourism environment in Bethlehem. 
Immediately after I arrived, I was awestruck by the incred­
ible architectural, historical, and natural heritage of the West Bank's 
many churches, monasteries, and the Judean desert. Most of all, 
I was deeply moved by the kindness and hospitality of the Pales­
tinian people, many of whom, despite living under difficult financial 
and living circumstances, invited me in their homes and treated 
me as one of their family. Their kindness and hospitality was even 
more appreciated in light of the fact that they, and the rest of the 
Christian communities in Bethlehem, Beit Sahour, and Beit Jala, 
have all struggled with tragic circumstances. I met a Lutheran 
family whose father had died of a heart attack because they could 
not get him through an Israeli military checkpoint to the hospital 
where he needed immediate attention. I met people struggling with 
water shortages because much of the water from local wells in 
Bethlehem is diverted to the settlements and Israel-proper. I met 
the daughter of a family who had been arrested by Israeli military 
for attending church in Jerusalem. As a West Bank resident she 
was not allowed to attend church in Jerusalem because her family 
was residents of Bethlehem and the Israeli military does not let residents of 
the West Bank enter Jerusalem without a permit, even though such a per­
mit is extremely difficult to obtain. I met a Christian family who had suffered 
threats of vandalism and housing demolitions from Jewish settlers every time 
they wanted to make a renovation on their house or garage on the grounds 
that their house was "too close to the settlements." Such threats came even 
though their home predated the settlement by almost 100 years. Despite 
their tragic circumstances, the needs and desires of the Palestinian people 
there were often the same as American people here. They struggle to help 
their daughters and sons pass their high school exit exams (Tawjihee) and 
get through college and graduate school. They work 9 to 5 trying to make 
an honest income for themselves and their families. They all have dreams 
and aspirations like anyone else and they all desire to have individual liberty, 
economic opportunities and live with dignity like everyone else. 
The Palestinian people are not "an imaginary people" as Newt Gingrich 
is reported to have said. At the end of the day, it seems to me, that if 
people just took the time to see people for who they really are and how they 
actually live, we'd all return with a lot more compassion and understanding. 
I am grateful to Concordia University and my new friends in Bethlehem for 
a rewarding eye opening and life enhancing experience. I hope that other 
students and graduates can have a similar experience. 
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Online or on-site graduate programs. 
• NEW! Master of Arts in Education 
• Master of Arts in Human Services 
• Master of Arts in Theological Studies 
» Master of Divinity 
• Master of Organizational Leadership 
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Looking for something fun to do at the end 
of the month? Well look no further than Concor­
dia's theater department's production of 
Pippin in the E.M. Pearson Theatre April 
26, 27, and 28 at 7:30 PM and April 
29 at 2:00 PM. Pippin is the coming 
of age story of King Charlemagne's oldest 
son told in a song-and-dance vaudeville 
format. 
The music of Pippin was written 
by Stephen Swartz, the award-winning 
composer of Wicked. When it first pre­
miered on Broadway in 1972 it ran for nearly 2000 
performances and has won five Tony Awards. Con­
cordia's production is directed by Professor Mark 
Rosenwinkel and will feature original choreography 
by Professor Jan Puffer. It stars AJ Longabaugh in 
the title role of Pippin and Tara Schwichtenbergas 
the Leading Player. Brittany Pitts, Danessa Snustad, 
Scott Tolzmann, Alan Holasek, and Theresa Schier 
"E.M. Pearson Theatre 
April 26-28 at 
7:30 PM and 
April 29 at 2:00 PM." 
also play feature roles. 
Behald Arcadia! By: Tara Rupiper 
The play, Arca­
dia, premiered on March 
23, 24, and 25 in the 
Westlund Blackbox The­
ater under the direction 
of Mina Souvannasoth. 
This play was originally 
written by Tom Stop-
pard. 
Arcadia was 
highly funny with wit­
ty humor and dramatic 
scenes tti^t were very 
moving and well put to­
gether. Arcadia was set 
between two periods in 
time: the present day 
and the past. It was a tragic tale of two people who 
realized they loved each other and were to be forever 
apart. While in present time, a writer, a professor of 
literature, and a post-grad student of mathematical biol­
ogy discover what really happened between Thomasina 
Coverly and Septimus Hodge all those years ago and 
what Thomasina had discovered that would change 
mathematical world forever. 
The play was highly enjoyable. Although some 
of the dialogjue and scenes were a little to difficult un­
derstand what was going on, attending the play for a 
second time was really good for clarification. The best 
part of the play, in my opinion, was the ending with 
the dance, music, and candles which was a combination 
of beauty and tragedy and which was all together really 
well put together. 
By Rebecca McDermeit . 
Scott Tolzmann who plays King Charlemagne, has 
this to say about the production: "It's a good show 
about making choices because the main 
character. Pippin, is spending the whole 
show looking for his purpose in life. He's 
gotta find his "Comer of the Sky" so to 
speak." 
An interesting feature of Pippin is the 
style of the show. "The way that it's set up 
is that we're a band of players that want 
to put on a show for you. Pippin; his life 
and times. Things go on and stuff happens, 
but we're still trying to put on a show for you, the 
audience," Scott continued. 
There are some adult themes in the show, 
so keep that in mind when it comes to who to bring 
with you. It should be a lot of fun, and I hope 
you will attend Pippin in the E.M. Pearson Theatre 
April 26, 27, and 28 at 7:30 PM and April 29 at 
2:00 PM. 
21 Jump Street Review 
Not just another shameless remake By; Levi Gribbon 
21 Jump Street stars Jonah Hill and Channing Tatum as two former classmates 
who coincidentalty meet at police academy. Naturally, the two become friends and help 
each other. Hill is smart but physically weak while Tatum is his opposite. After the two 
botch an arrest they end up, forced by their superior, into an undercover operation at 
a high school. The duo then has to find the supplier of a new drug before it spreads 
throughout the country. Of course, hilarity ensues. 
"We're reviving a cancelled undercover police program from the 80's." 
21 Jump Street is self-aware. It knows that Hollywood remakes old movies and 
television shows. It knows that, in movies, everything explodes during the chase scene. 
So, it pokes fun at itself and twists your expectations. Propane tanks and oil tankers 
don't explode, but chickens do. Chickens are highly explosive. I have not seen much 
of the original 21 Jump Street, but I feel pretty confident in saying that this movie was 
original and different from it. The movie used the source material as much as Michael 
Bay did in the Transformers movies. However, there was a cameo with Johnny Depp 
and his 21 Jump Street costar Peter DeLuise, but it was funny and worked. 
"I partied with Robert Downey Jr. before he got sober and was still fun." 
Most of the humor from the film comes from the dialogue. Channing Tatum, not 
Jonah Hill, had some of the funniest lines. There are a couple of scenes with some 
shock humor, but they are quickly glossed over. 
"I thought this job would have more car chases and explosions." 
The action scenes were choreographed 
well and had moments of humor sprinkled in. 
Channing Tatum can really punch a guy. They 
succeeded at being exciting while keeping the 
humorous nature of the film intact. Some of the 
funniest scenes were the action scenes which 
were still exciting. 
Overall the film was good and not just a 
simple remake or reboot. Go watch it. 
^ARTS & VARIETY Apraion 
Flutes, Rattles, and the Human Body: 
A Review of the Art Exhibits 
By Alicia Eckman 
The art gallery was filled with rattles, flutes, and black and white constructed 
"mechanisms" on Thursday, March 22. The opening of senior Tiffany McKay's 
exhibit "The Art of Play: clay flutes and rattles," as well as artist Erin Maurelli's 
exhibit "Humechanicsform" attracted many different spectators. Students, faculty, staff 
and outside public mingled around, surveying the projects and discussing meanings 
and opinions. 
McKay, also a major in Child Psychology, focuses her exhibit on tools that 
are therapeutic to children. In her artist statement, she explained how the use of 
color and texture were significant tools in teaching children they can break through 
any challenges. The display consists of a variety of flutes and rattles made out of 
clay, ranging from different objects such as seashells, stars, and moons to veg­
etables and fruit. The rattles are available to be touched and played with, the flutes, 
however, are discouraged of use due to germs. By incorporating knowledge from 
her Child Psych major, McKay was able to bring art to the world of psychology 
and present a new idea. 
On the other side of the gallery, Maurelli's exhibit was one of unique na­
ture. In her artist statement she gave, Maarelli explained how she considered the 
human body the most advanced mechanism. "The body goes through a lot and 
can experience a lot of pain," she claimed. Maurelli was inspired by how her own 
body worked and experienced life to create her exhibit which she titled "Hume­
chanicsform." The exhibit consists of a combination of fabric prints and construction 
pieces. Excluding the fabric prints which are color, the rest of her pieces are black 
and white in order to show the literal opposites we experience in life. One of her 
pieces titled "They Never Came Home" is a black baby cradle positioned on the floor. Extending to the ceiling are pieces of fishing wire 
with large, black cotton balls spaced out. This piece causes much wonder and questions in the mind. Maurelli said if you find a piece that 
makes you say "Eww gross!" she has done her job. If you see a piece and say "Wow, that's beautiful," she has also done her job. The 
human body can be interpreted many ways, gross or beautiful, and Maurelli's exhibit captures all aspects. 
Wrath of the Titans Review 
Sam Worthington stars in Wrath of the Titans, se­
quel to The Clash of the Titans 2010 remake, as Perseus 
The film begins with Liam Neeson, as Zeus, giving a bunch 
of exposition since no one remembers what happened in 
the previous film since it sucked. Basically, Perseus is a 
demi-god who lives with his son as a lowly mortal. No one 
is praying to the Gods so they are dying and the titans 
are escaping and will kill everything. 
The plot of this movie was really just a mess. 
Everything was predictable and seemed to happen just so 
Perseus could fight somettiing. After Zeus gives exposition 
to Perseus he goes and tries to stop Kronos from escap­
ing. He fails since Hades and Ares want him to escape. 
They capture Zeus, which means Perseus has to do things. 
Perseus has to go find Poseidon's son, so they can find 
Hephaestus so, he can get them to Zeus in Tartarus, so 
Kronos (big fire titan) will not destroy us all. Nothing is 
really explained well, and major concepts are casually stated 
in conversations with no explanation. Somehow, combining 
Zeus' lightning bolt. Hades' pitchfork, and Poseidon's trident 
will make a spear, somehow, that can kill Kronos? Okay. 
TitonicTurd 
By Levi Gribbon 
FEEi, THE V¥»ATH ̂ 
"Don't spend 
money on it." 
The 3D and special effects look alright. The 3D 
i s not exactly noticeable. Most of the filmOQIPlt does 
not look particularly bad, but It isn't great.^ Qjometimes 
it was hard to tell what kind of monster Re^^^s was 
fighting. During some of the more frantic action scenes 
things got kind of bluny. I wasn't sure if it^ was on 
purpose, the CGI, or the 3D, but I did not'know what 
was happening. Is Perseus punching this guy or stabbing 
him with something? When did he get that pointy rock? 
The action scenes were not bad, but pretty forgettable. 
Liam Neeson does not say anything quotable like, 
"Release the Kraken," this time. There was a refer­
ence to that scene though by Bill Nighy. Bill Nighy, as 
Hephaestus, was the only redeemable part of the movie. 
His acting was good and he was pretty funny as a crazy 
old hermit. • 
If you are intelligent enough that you are able to 
read this and comprehend it, then you probably already 
know, but don't go see this movie. Don't spertd money 
on it. It is not any good and a waste of your money. 
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Watrame Sushi & Asian Bistro: Well worth your while 
By Danielle Bredy 
So, here we are again - springtime. The sun beams even stronger, tlie raindrops cascade, and tlie 
trees are greening up with every sip. if you listen in the distance, you can hear most people cheering. 
Springtime is a time of renewal, revival, and refreshment. This goes for food, too. So, for me, it was no 
surprise when 1 found myself recently craving fresh sushi. 
There are plenty of restaurants that specialize in sushi in the area. I traveled to Uptown Minneapolis 
f o r  m y  f i x  a t  W a k a m e  S u s h i  &  A s i a n  B i s t r o  ( 3 0 7 0  E x c e l s i o r  B l v d . ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N . )  
Okay, first things first: 1 understand that sushi can be a little intimidating. Not only is it different, but 
it can be expensive too. One thing that Wakame offers that I find helpful is a sizeable Happy Hour menu. 
Lower prices and a ton of variety never hurts and it's especially helpful for trying new foods (if you find 
y o u r s e l f  n e w  t o  s u s h i  o r  a p p r e h e n s i v e ) .  T h e i r  H a p p y  H o u r  m e n u  i s  e f f e c t i v e  M o n d a y  -  S a t u r d a y  f r o m  3 - 6  
p.m. and again at 9:30 p.m. - 12 a.m. It's good to note that many of the items on their Happy Hour 
menu are on their original menu, too. 
First of all, the location is near Lake Calhoun. As the weather gets warmer, you can take a pre or 
post stroll around the lake. Bonus. The inside of the restaurant is maroon colored and eclectic with different 
art and decorations. It was busy when we went, which I always take as a positive sign. 
Like I said, sushi can be intimidating. If you look it up, there are several different kinds and differ­
ent constructions. The type of sushi we went for were the type that resembles a roll with ingredients in the 
middle. Wakame's menu is extensive, but they help out by dividing the menu into "Sushi/Nigiri" and "Rolls/Hand Rolls (Maki)" Most orders on 
the rolls side of the menu come with six to eight pieces per order. Three different items and voila ~ 18 rolls. It ended up being plenty for two 
people to share. 
We chose to have the Tuna Roll, the Salmon Roll and the 
California Roll (which according to several things 1 read, sparked the 
sushi trend in the United States.) 
The California roll normally has crab, cucumber, and avocado 
with the rice on the outside of the roll. Wakame's was fresh, and the 
flavors stood their own ground while maintaining a lightness about it. 
Avocado is always a welcome flavor - creamy and complimentary to 
the crab. The cucumber adds a nice crisp to the mix. All in all, layers 
of flavors and texture. The Tuna and Salmon rolls were similar, except 
the rice w^s contained by the seaweed layer on the outside. Those 
two varieti&S may appear more traditional. The flavors of the tuna and 
salmon stftl shined through. My favorite was the California roll, however. 
Other fun things to try on the menu include the Minnesota Roll 
featuring crab, cucumber and avocado inside topped with eel and avo­
cado and sweet eel sauce (brave enough?), the Rock and Roll fea­
turing shrimp tempura, cucumber, and avocado inside and topped with 
baked baby scallops aruf spicy mayo and sweet eel sauce on top, and 
the Tempation Roll with shrimp tempura and mango inside with mango 
sauce on top. The best part? This is onfy a small percentage of the 
menu. Imagine what else there is to discover. 
Sushi is fresh and eclectic and perfect for welcomtrvg ^ing. If 
you like sushi, it's fresh (you can see it being prepared by the kitchen) 
and an affordable experience. If you're new to sushi, it's fresh, well-
prepared, and again, affordable. Plus, the staff seemed happy to answer 
questions about what was in each roll and what they thought was tasty. 
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Failures in Facilities (Cont.) 
A Candid Look at Concordia's Athletic Facilities 
By Cody Wilcoxson 
Continued from pg. f...However, the consensus among athletes 
remains the same. A football student-athlete stated, "This school is too 
expensive to be so 'third tier'." 
How can this be? most outsiders will ask, CSP just built a 
t}eautiful Sprinturf stadium for football, soccer, and track & field, didn't 
they? Yes, while Concordia did build a fantastic facility and brought 
football back to campus, the facility was left unfinished. 
While the facility has developed a wonderful Sprinturf field, with 
lights, and a serviceable running track for outdoor track & field competi­
tion, some of the plans have not come to fruition... 
continued on pg.lO 
The next phase of the project, which includes permanent seating 
on the visitor's side of the field and would house locker rooms and a 
weight training facility, has yet to begin, three years after Sea Foam 
Stadium opened its doors. 
Mauer looked at it from a different perspective, "For the money 
we had, the project is finished." 
Hill In the outfield of Barnes Field Hill evident from slant in fence line. 
"Barnes field is a borderline 
safety hazard to anyone playing. 
They need to completely renovate 
the field." 
He did elaborate though, "There are more phases, yes," said Mauer. 
"We would love to build a structure on the visitor side; bleachers, foot­
ball locker rooms, women's soccer locker rooms, track & field locker 
rooms, a weight room, and possibly a locker room for softball." Mauer 
followed that with, "But, it is a matter of money. We just don't have 
any. We made the decision to build the best possible facility with the 
money we had, and then add on as we found more funding." 
As one football student-athlete stated in his survey, "I'd really 
like to see Sea Foam Stadium completed by the time I'm done here," 
he finished with, "I have three years of eligibility remaining." 
The women's soccer team—the winningest team at 
Sea Foam Stadium—does not have ^ a permanent locker 
room facility at the stadium, and 
the athletic department points to 
money as the issue. This is 
just the feedback for the facility 
that 73.5% of respon­
dents considered 
the "Best ath­
letic facility on 
campus." 
T h e  
rest of the 
o n - c a m p u s  
facilities were 
the true points 
of contention 
among the surveyed. Af­
ter eliminating most of the 
respondents bias towards their 
own sport, three on-campus facili­
ties proved to need the most attention: 
the Marshall Building Weight Room, the 
Gangelhoff Center, and Barnes Field. 
The Marshall Building Weight Room: 
Survey feedback: 
" C The Marshall Weight Room) is not an acceptable 
weight room for a Division II program." 
-- Concordia athletic coach 
"The Marshall Weight Room needs to be completely revamped. It 
is very near the bottom when compared to other weight rooms in the 
conference." 
--Football student-athlete 
"A whole new facility needs to be built to house weightiifting for athlet­
ics. Right now, the Marshall weight room is too small to host teams. 
The new weight room would need to be large enough to host multiple 
teams, or entire large teams (ie. football, track, etc.) at one time." 
-- Concordia athletic coach 
These are just a few of the many responses on the survey when 
asked what the worst athletic facility is on campus, which 40.2% of 
respondents felt the Marshall Building Weight Room was. According to 
the individuals surveyed, the truth about the weight room l^iat Concordia's 
athletes train in is that it is an old garage that was thrown together into 
a make-shift weight training area. 
The facility barely accommodates a 30-person team in one ses­
sion. The football team has to either come in two sessions or have the 
team split up and each workout at different weight rooms on campus 
while the strength & conditioning coach runs back-and-forth to oversee. 
It is not just the windowless, air conditioning-less old garage that 
has student-athletes and coaches upset, it is the quality of the equip-
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ment. The weights are old and worn down. Several of the dumbbells 
chip off silver paint when clanked together, which then rains down into 
the face of the athlete. 
While expansion of the weight room would be ideal, general 
cleanliness is also a factor, as one track & field student-athlete stated, 
"It feels like a neglected, haphazard space." A football student-athlete 
summed up the best way to improve the facility without expanding or 
moving locations, "The Marshall Weight Room is unsafe. It needs to be 
cleaned, painted, and have new equipment and floors installed." 
The Gangelhoff Center: 
Survey feedback: 
"The Gangelhoff Center needs to be cleaned more frequently and taken 
better care of. The floor is slippery and someone could get hurt because 
no one cleans it." 
--Basketball student-athlete 
"The indoor track in the Gangelhoff Center is horrible: too many cracks, 
holes, and puddles." 
--Track & Field student-athlete 
"Everything. Carpet, bathrooms, lounge fumiture, track, rubber surface, 
weight room, sidewalk out front, not having a side walk in back, whirl­
pools, locker rooms, bleachers, ceilings, I could go on and on." 
--Ad- ministrator 
31% of respondents felt that the 
^ Gangelhoff Center was the fa-
cility most in need of im­
provement, and there 
were multiple places 
that respondents felt 
needed the most at­
tention. Three areas 
of the facility were 
targeted the most 
frequently by 
the athletic 




r o o m ,  
and the 
g e n e r a l  
c l e a n l i ­
ness of 
the facility. 
" T h e  
indoor track is 
atrocious," described 
^ a Track & Field athlete. 
Not only does its hideous blue fa-
9ade spend most of the time covered up and 
inaccessible to students because of bleachers, mats, and 
other game or exhibition set-up materials, when it is uncovered, it 
is almost as uninviting." 
Several respondents suggested that leaky ceilings have led to 
erosion on sections of the track where there are cracks and holes, some 
of them filled with standing water and that the constant back-and-forth 
of the retractable bleachers has also caused cracks on that section of 
the track. 
"Track & Field can't host indoor meets at Concordia because the 
indoor track in the Gengelhoff Center is not acceptable," stated a track 
& field student-athlete. "It is barely acceptable to practice on." 
The weight room on the second floor is almost as uninviting 
as the track. At first glance, the machines are outdated, panels of the 
ceiling are mis$ing, and the dumbbell set is incomplete. While this is 
not directly an "athletic facility" because of the addition of the Marshall 
Building Weight Room, it is the main work-out facility for Concordia's 
general student population. 
As a cross country student-athlete stated, "Every feature could 
use a newer, and better, update." A football student-athlete went as 
far as to say, "We need a completely new student weight room in the 
Gangelhoff Center." 
"The indoor track in the 
Gangelhoff Center is horrible: 
too many cracks, holes, and 
puddles." 
Damaged Track in the Gangelhoff Center 
Patched Holes on the track Water Damage 
Cleanliness is another major factor in the Gangelhoff Center, the 
respondents suggested. The courts, especially the rubber courts, are 
often unclean. This is not just on the courts, but the carpet in the 
lounge area and near the concession stands is far below what should 
be acceptable. 
A basketball student-athlete summarized a list of improvements for the 
Gangelhoff Center saying, "The Gangelhoff Center needs to be ex­
panded: create a better weight room, redo the indoor track, improve 
women's locker rooms, and improve the courts. Also, make the facility 
more inviting by developing a nicer lounge area." 
The athletic department is very aware of what is going on. "We 
hope to be able to give the Gangelhoff Center a major facelift in the 
next few years, but once again it comes down to funding," said Mauer. 
Barnes Field: 
Survey feedback: 
"(Barnes Field) is the worst field in the NSIC. It needs to be leveled. 
There is a huge hill in right field and the playing surface is sub par. 
It needs to be cared for in a much better way." 
--Baseball alumnus 
"Barnes Field needs major upgrading." 
--Volleyball student-athlete 
"Barnes Field has a horribly uneven outTield, poor infield conditions, 
limited seating, a locker room located on the opposite side of campus, 
and is in a hidden area on campus. Also, the scoreboard is old and 
there is no press box. It needs a lot of work." 
--Baseball student-athlete 
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The next phase of the project, which includes permanent seating on the visi­
tor's side of the field and would house locker rooms and a weight 
training facility, has yet to begin, three years after Sea Foam Stadium 
opened its doors. 
A lot of the general student body may not even know about 
Barnes Field, the baseball field nestled behind the Gangelhoff Center, 
but student-athletes have noticed how much work this facility needs. 
19.6% of respondents said that Barnes Field needed the most improve­
ment, making it far and away the most voted for single-sport facility on 
campus. 
The respondents were unanimous: Barnes Field is lacking. Even 
a modest baseball fan can see the giant hill in right field, the dull 
yellow grass, the unleveled infield, the lack of a press box, and most 
importantly to fans, the lack of any permanent seating. 
Baseball has continuously been one of the most successful men's 
athletic programs on campus, yet they have been given the short-hand 
when it comes to playing fields. Barnes Field is one of the worst playing 
surfaces in the NSIC conference, and players routinely take bad hops 
to the face, which have affected the outcome of games In recent years, 
something a playing field should never do. 
"Barnes field is a borderline safety hazard to anyone playing. 
They need to completely renovate the field," wrote a baseball student-
athlete. 
A solution has been created by head baseball coach Mark 
"Lunch" McKenzie: field turf. Like the turf on Sea Foam Stadium, the 
baseball field could be leveled and covered with field turf, eliminating 
field conditions effect on the game and also reducing weather conditions 
effect on HI playing of the games. 
One Concordia administrator explained a plan that could help not 
just the baseball team, but softball, the athletics department, and the 
university in general: "Barnes Field and Carlander Field (softball) are 
a combo. Adding turf and lights would tum it into a rental and revenue 
stream, allowing other facilities to be upgraded on campus (athletic and 
non-athletic)." 
A football student-athlete summed it up, "I believe all facilities 
need to be touched up to fit in better with Division II We are not eVen 
close with the top tier of the NSIC, and even some of the local Divi­
sion III schools." 
So who is the best? Who does Concordia have to compete witi) 
when it comes to faculties? 
For members of the Concordia University, Saint Padi community, . 
that answer was obvious: Minnesota Stata ui^ersity, Mankato. 
received 44.3% of the vote for the "Best fecilities in the NSIC." 
MSU's facilities are some of the best in the conference for all sports. 
But, Mankato State may be an unfair comparison to Concordia. The 
school has an undergraduate enrollment of 13,547, 11-times the size of 
Concordia. MSU is also a public school, which means they get state 
funding. Their endowment is over $12 million more than CSP's. They 
also field a Division I hockey program. 
The better comparison might be the Concordia athletic commu­
nity's second choice for best facilities: Augustana College. 
Augustana College is located in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and 
has a full-time undergraduate enrollment of 1,745, just^ a few hundred 
more than Concordia. Augustana, like Concordia, is also a religiously-
affiliated college; it is Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
While the enrollment is not much different, Augustana's campus is twenty 
times the size of Concordia, giving them much more room to build ath­
letic facilities. 
So what makes Augustana's facilities so great? 
The Elmen center is very comparable to the Gangelhoff. It was 
built as a multi-purpose facility. With the addition of temporary seating, 
it can hold roughly 4,000 spectators. The competition floor hosts men's 
and women's basketball, volleyball, and wrestling. They also are similar 
to CSP in the fact that the facility is frequently rented out to music 
events, youth rallies, lectures, youth camps, clinics and tournaments. The 
facility serves as a recreation facility for the Augustana community, and 
host over 100 events each year. 
That is where the comparison ends. Kirkeby-Over Stadium, the 
Vikings football complex, is considered to be one of the premiere football 
venues in NCAA Division II. Ronken Field, home of Vikings baseball, will 
become the first NSIC baseball field to have turf. It will quickly become 
one of the top baseball facilities in the NSIC and Division II upper-
Midwest schools. 
While it is clear that Augustana, and other schools, has more 
money and space for athletic facilities on campus, something must be 
done to put the athletes of Concordia on equal footing with the competi­
tion. 
"Money is the issue. -We have the plans: more phases for Sea 
Foam Stadium, a facelift for the Gangelhoff Center, turf for Barnes Field, 
but we don't have $25 million dollars to do it," Mauer stated. "What 
I want to see is that we are continuously making steps forward. If we 
can keep going in the right direction each year then we are doing our 
job." Mauer discussed the financial allotment of on-campus facilities, "I 
don't know where we are in the pecking order of funds. As an athletic 
guy, I hope we are near the top, and we will get money to make these 
improvements, but if you ask theater, ask music, ask art, they have 
needs as well." 
"We are land locked, so what are our options?" asked Mauer. 
"Do we buy up houses, try and take over buildings to grow the uni­
versity? We could, but that cost even more money. I would like us to 
focus on improving the facilities we have now, and improving them as 
much as possible." 
"The stadium was such a plus," said Mauer. "Would we like 
more money to make it the Taj Mahal of Division II stadiums? Absolutely. 
But, we remember where we were five ye^rs ago, and we are definitely 
headed in the right direction." 
Concordia is built within a city; there is no open land to build 
new facilities. Money is always an issue. But those surveyed agreed 
something needs to be done to give Concordia's student-athletes the 
best chance to bring championships to St. Paul. 
Sports Talk with 
Denzell Blackmon 
Recently our very own Con-
co«jla University has started airing a 
sports vjalk straw . Heated by stu­
dent Denzelf Blackn|0f^, ^xxts Talk 
covers sports topics ranging from 
track to softball. It airs on CUTV 
channel 6 on campus, «and can be 
seen throughout the day at 8 am, 
1,4,and 10 pm. Directed by Darius 
Willis, the show is aimed to be a 
competition between three contes­
tants debating various topics similar 
to ESPN's Around The Horn. 
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By Sam Campbell 
The Golden Bears women's golf 
team has been heating up this spring 
season. The team has finished 4th 
place or higher in the first four tour­
naments of the spring. This includes 
a first place finish at the Wayne State 
Invitational. With the NSIC Cham­
pionships coming up April 21-22, the Bears 
will be looking to ride this momentum into the 
Dakotah Ridge Golf Club in Morton, Minn. 
The spring season started in Palm Desert, 
California where Junior Laura Petterson's third 
top-ten finish of the season helped the Golden 
Bears to a 4th place finished in an extremely 
difficult 9-team field. Following the trip to 
California, the Bears finished 3rd at the Grif­
fon Invitational in St. Joseph, Missouri, hosted 
by Missouri Western State University. Pe­
terson and sophomore Kelly Hagenson each 
shot a 165 for the tournament tying for 
6th place. 
The Golden Bears first tournament 
in April proved to be the most successful 
of the season. The Bears took home 
the team title at the Wayne State 
Invitational shooting a combined 668. 
Freshmen Molly Mullins won the individual title with rounds of 77 and 
83. It was her first victory of her young Concordia career. Petter­
son finished in second place behind Mullins, while junior Taylor Auman 
ended up in third. Also helping the team's score, with her second 
top-five finish of the season, was sopho­
more Monica Enderlin. She placed 5th. 
Sophomore Eryn Johnson and freshmen 
Andrea Dwyer and Hailey Reed all posted 
their first top-ten finishes of their careers. 
This invitational was clearly dominated by 
the Golden Bears. 
Since their victory in Nebraska, the 
Bears finished 4th at the Upper Iowa In­
vitational. Mullins led the way again fin­
ished tied for 14th. Looking ahead, the 
Bears will visit the Division I Creighton 
Invitational before stepping into the second 
weekend of the NSIC Championships (the 
first weekend was played at the end of the 
fall season). A strong second half will 
take the ladies to New Mexico to play in 
the NCAA Central Region Championships 
with a birth to the National Championships 
on the line. ̂ . If the Bears continue their 
strong play to the second half of the season, we could see plenty of 
Concordia Blue and Gold competing for a national title. 
Freshmen Molly Mullins placed first at 
the Woyne Invitational 
Concordia Men's Golf Update ^ 
Second Half Begins; Bears Control Destiny 
-illUiJIUft 
By Sam Campbell 
The Concordia men's golf team finished the fall sea­
son on a high note. The team catapulted themselves 
to a 2nd place tie at the first weekend of the NSIC 
Championships. The spring season started the 
very same way. At the Classic Club Invitational 
in Palm Desert, California, junior John Potter's 
163 tied him for 4th place. This helped the 
Golden Bears to a second place finish. 
Traveling to Illinois for the Prairie Star 
Shootout, the Golden 'Bears looked to travel 
through a tough 12 team field. Potter was. 
again, the team's highest placer. His back-
to-back rounds of 75 had him one stroke off 
the individual l^ad; yet, he tied for 4th place. 
The following weekend the team traveled to Ne- |e 
braska to compete in the Wayne State Invitational. ' i' 
Junior Mark Austen shot his best round of the year 
in round one posting a 74. In his second round he 
finished one stroke better. His second round 73 led him to 
T 'J  
a tie for 2nd place. He was the Bears top 'ftiisher as they 
n. • finished in 4th place for the tournament, 
At the Upper Iowa Invitational, w^s led 
by senior Jeremy Tetrault. His combined score of 
151 tied him for 5th place. Potter posted a 155 
tying for 14th place, while freshmen Davii Flavin 
arid Adam Petterson finished with a 156 and 
163, respectively. Rounding out the scoring 
for the bears was Austen's 166^ 
The Golden Bears will compete in the final 
32 holes of the NSIC Championships ^^1 
14-15. The following weekend is the^Winona 
St^e Invitational—one last tune up befd^e ^-r 
gional (asrhpetition begins. The Con^rdia m€n'| 
golf team is on the verge of a break throygH 
outing. A strong finish at the NSIC Champl(^lMp| 
will only help the momentum that is gathering. L^' * 
hope they can post their best rounds in Arizona pn 
7 at the NCAA Central Region Championship^; 
ii"—- • , \3t, • ' •" , , ' 
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The Outdoor Track Season has Begun! 
A Recap and Expectations 
By Andrea Flowers 
It's that time of year for our track stars to head 
outside! With a full season ahead these CSP athletes 
are preparing and are ready to run faster than 
ever! 
In early March, three track and field 
athletes from CSP were named by the U.S. 
Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association to be a part of the Ail-Region 
Team. The athletes are all from Minne­
sota and for the male team Jordan John­
son and Diahn Zeon we chosen. For the 
female team Esther Jandrich was chosen 
as she tied for second place in the region 
for her pole vault. 
The Track and Field team spent 
most of the last month preparing for the 
outdoor season to begin. In a preseason 
poll the male team is expected to place ninth 
and the female team is expected to place tenth. 
The CSP athletes hope to place higher and will 
continue to work very hard trying to achieve that 
The NSIC outdoor meet will be held May 11 and 12. 
few different Track and Field events will be held at 
CSP such as the Third Annual Hoist Invitational and 
the Golden Bear Twilight. 
On March 31, the first outdoor meet of the 
season was held at St. John's University. Both 
the men and women placed fourth in Ihe meet. 
Diahn Zeon placed first in the 100m dash 
and in the long jump. Nic Cass took first 
in the 5000m these three events helped the 
men placed fourth. Esther Jandrich placed 
first in the pole vault leading the women. 
Many of the other athletes also placed in this 
meet including: Dylan Enderlin, Zach Peder-
son, Maurice Williams, Colin Goligoski, Sarah 
Pieper, Brittany Dohmen, Becca Richter, and 
Britt Bickert. There are many meets to come 
and it is expected to be an amazing season! 
Continue to support our all our Golden Bear ath­
letes this season! 
of Sp 
otbal! Sprii 
By Jake Loftus 
Yes, it's spring, and though football is a fall sport, the preparation 
begins long before the opening weeks of the season. Just as green grass, 
sunny days, and birds chirping are signs of spring, 
so are weight-lifting sessions, scrimmages and wmmmmmmmmmimmmmm 
sore muscles at the end of every day. If you've 
experienced any of the latter listed above, then you 
are more than likely a member of the Concordia 
University football team. It's now that time of year 
when it's time to get back in the groove of being 
a collegiate football player, and go through all the 
rigorous training processes to improve your game 
for next year. That's what head coach Ryan Wil­
liams said was the point of spring training. "We're 
looking to improve in all aspects of the game as 
a team," says the 2nd year coach. "Especially 
in things we can control like, efforts, details, as­
signments, knowledge of the game, and remaining 
consistent in all of those aspects." 
Though the recruits Concordia signed last March cannot practice 
with the team until summer training, when they officially become students. 
process that will test their strengths and, for others, prove to coaches 
that they should be a starter over another person they're compet­
ing against. "All positions are competitive at 
this time of year," says Williams. "Everybody 
is encouraged to battle for a spot whether 
you are a starter or a back-up." It's also a 
chance to show your teammates that, not only 
can you take the pressures of training, but you 
can also perform and be a team-leader. This 
is extremely important since new leaders often 
have to be chosen every year, with seniors 
aged to battle for a spot graduating at the end of every season. It's 
hard to know who will step up and become the 
play-makers and leaders of the 2012 Golden 
Bears football team, but the coach is confident 
in many of his players to step ilp to the chal-
lenge. "I'm very confident in our guys," says 
Williams. "We have many good leaders ready 
to take on that extra role for next year, and many more developing 
now for future Golden Bear teams." 
All positions are com­
petitive at this time of 
year," says Williams. 
"Everybody is encour-
whether you are a starter 
or a back-up." 
the currently enrolled members of the roster take part in a rigorous training 
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Concordia Baseball Update 
Golden Bears Continue to Improve Throughout Lengthy Season 
By Jenn Schultz 
After a successful 6-2 spring trip to Tucson, Arizona, Concordia 
baseball returned to Minnesota on a four game winning streak. They 
led the nation with a .359 team batting average and were 4th in the 
nation in triples and 7th in the nation in scoring. They are currently 
ranked sixth in the NSIC. 
The Golden Bears began NSIC play on March 24 against Bemidji 
State. They entered the four game series on a six game win streak and 
ranked fifth in the NCBWA Central Region Top-10 poll. They had also 
been 5-1 against other NSIC teams in non-conference play but Bemidji 
State proved to be too much for them that weekend. On opening day, 
Concordia fell just short in both games with scores of 4-2 and 12-11. 
The following day, Concordia dropped the first game 7-3 but were able 
to salvage the weekend with a 10-4 win to end the series. 
The hard fought win over Bemidji State was the beginning of a 
hot streak for the Bears as Concordia swept their next series against the 
University of Mary, on the road in Bismarck, North Dakota. On April 
3, Concordia headed to Mankato, Minnesota, to take on Minnesota State 
who was ranked 23rd in the nation. It took the Mavericks ten innings 
to shut down the Bears, who gave up a five run lead in a 9-8 loss 
in game one. Griff Kilber pitched a complete game shutout in game 
two, allowing only two hits in a 6-0 Concordia win. 
Bryan Lippincott also had an impressive series against the Maver­
icks. He hit 5 for 5, driving in seven runs with 4 RBIs and a homerun 
in the first game. He entered the series on a 13-game hitting streak, 
hitting in 18 of 22 games on the season so far. He currently records 
a .544 batting average and is ranked in the NCAA top 10 for on-base 
percentage and slugging. 
Entering the season. Coach "Lunch" McKenzie said pitching 
depth would be their key to a winning season. Kilber certainly proved 
this to be true in his shutout against the ranked Minnesota 
State. Seniors Ben Lemke and Chris Peterson have also 
lent strength to the rotation. Lemke has a 14-9 career 
record with a 6.16 ERA. In 28.2 innings this sea­
son, he has struck out 30. Peterson is 2-2 on 
the season with a 4.23 ERA. He also pitched a 
complete game shutout this year, finishing off the 
series sweep against the University of Mary. 
Easter weekend marks the beginning of a 
long homestand for the GoldenBears. They are 
home Wednesday, April 11 against Upper Iowa 
with first pitch at 1:30. This is followed by a 
two-day series against Sioux Falls at Barnes 
Field on April 14-15. For the complete schedule 
and game times, visit cugoldenbears.com. 
Concordia Softball Upd 
Lady Bears Sweep into April 
By Jenn Schultz 
Concordia softball heads into mid-season on a win streak as 
they pick up two straight sweeps over Northern State and the University 
of Mary. On March 31, they bested the Northern State Wolves 3-2 
and 4-3, coming from behind in the 6th inning of 
each game to take the win. U of Mary 'struck 
first on April 1, but Concordia was^ble to come 
from behind to win 3-2 and taking the second 
4-3, mirroring the previous day's score. Calli 
Brennan came up big both days, with two 
RBIs and a homerun on Saturday and driving 
in three runs Sunday. 
Coming off of their spring trip, the Lady 
Bears found themselves just outside of the 
top 25 of the National Poll. They fin­
ished their spring trip 11-3, beating two 
nationally ranked teams in the process. 
Speed has been a major factor in their 
success as they racked up 48 stolen 
bases over the week. This number falls 
just 12 steals short of their 2011 season 
total. A 98% success rate on stolen 
bases landed them 13th in the nation 
for stolen bases per game as they 
headed home. 
After a rough return home, the Bears have clawed their way back 
to the middle of the NSIC standings. One key to wintiin^ has been 
getting off to a fast start. They are 9-3 when they sc^re' in the first 
inning and 12-3 when they strike first. Homeruns have also made a 
difference to this team. They find themselves 13-3 when they hit one 
out of the park but fall 2-7 when they give one to the other team. 
Katie Anderson and Alicia Meiser continue to use their speed to 
overtake their  opponents,  br inging Concordia 's  stolen base total  to 53.  
This number is one of the best in the nation and ranks them second 
in the NSIC. Anderson had a team high of 32 hits heading into the 
weekend with 15 stolen bases. Meiser was right on her tail with 25 
hits and 13 stolen bases. Erin Tjornhom has also had an impressive 
spring, stealing 14 bases. She also records the third highest batting 
average on the team, hitting .390. 
On the mound, Concordia has been led by the strong arms of 
Stephanie Kappes and Ashley Kluever. Kluever records a 10-5 record 
on the season with an ERA of 3.03. Kappes has an 8-8 record with 
a 2.86 ERA. Walks have been the biggest opportunity on the year 
for the Lady Bears as they average 4.2 free passes per game. 
After two home series Easter weekend, Concordia finds them­
selves on the road again until the 21st. They return to Carlander Field 
April 21 to take on Minnesota Crookston in a doubleheader beginning at 
noon. 
^ EDITORIAL April 2012 THE SWORD 
Urban Cross-Cultural College Consortium (U4C) Update 
By Kari Raia 
By 2045 experts estimate that there will be no majority ethnic 
group in the U.S. Say goodbye (and maybe, dare I say, good rid­
dance) to white majority! This is a huge change from our parent's 
generation. Latinos are already the number two ethnic group in the 
country. You are now and forever will be interacting with people of dif­
fering cultures and ethnicities in any career God calls you to. As the 
Program Director of U4C, my prayer is that you will be effective in your 
ministry, not hindered by the cultural short-sightedness of the church in 
years past. I want you, Concordia, to be at the top of the job market 
as well — be it in in education, in business, in government, in every 
pursuit! 
To enable you to excel in cross-cultural communications and min­
istry, CSP, along with partner schools Northwestern and Crown College 
and St Paul's Lutheran Church, have designed U4C - an Urban Studies 
Program like no other in the country. Devote a semester (to qualify for 
a minor) or a full year (to qualify for a major) of your life to U4C 
and dig into the joys, challenges, and opportunities of our ever-increasing 
multi-cultural and multi-ethnic world, so that you will be the culturally 
fluent leader of tomorrow! 
U4C is made up of three components: living in community, in­
ternship service, and holistic studies. 
Enjoy life in intentional. Christian community, and experience the 
cultural mosaic of the Phillips neighborhood in south Minneapolis (about 
eight minutes from campus). 
So, how is U4C different from life at CSP? Mentored internship! 
You will serve about 10 hours per week in an intensive internship. The 
Executive Director of the nonprofit or church where you intem is com­
mitted to mentoring and supporting you in developing your unique gifts 
and passions. Internship sites have included World Relief MN, Source 
Ministries, Trinity First Lutheran School, Hope Academy (God bless you 
future teachers). Good in the 'Hood, and St Paul's Lutheran Church. 
Studies are integrated with the real-world, intemship experience. 
Class sizes ^^re small (most topping out at seven students) and profes­
sors come tft south Minneapolis to teach courses such as Intercultural 
CommunicatiOTs, Principles of Urban Service, Race and Ethnic­
ity in Amefida, and a student favorite. Urban Economics, 
Entrepreneurship, and Community Development. No other 
experience will put you into such close community with 
your classmates and professors. Sarah Koscielniak, 
who completed U4C last year, 
says she loved "the ability to meet 
with my professors, to talk about 
my dreams for the future and how 
to achieve them. I feel that they 
truly care about my success." 
Urban studies equips you 
with comprehensive knowledge and 
skills to work in fields such as 
seminary studies, missionary work, 
church outreach, nonprofit man­
agement, community organization, 
and human care. Urban studies 
compliments education, psychology, business, communica­
tions, and more. 
Concordia University, St Paul is front and center 
in the push towards cross-cultural training. This year Dr. 
Mark Press was promoted to U4C Board Chair. Concor­
dia Seminary, St Louis is incorporating the U4C Course, 
Mission Shift: Institute, for all their incoming seminarians. 
This shift in worldview will dynamically change everyday life 
and Concordia University, St Paul is 
leading the way. 
Get the real scoop of U4C 
life - talk to Sarah Kosci­
elniak or Kristin Woehr, 
last year's U4C students 
from CSP. This year's 
U4C students include Kyle 
Sorkness, John Madison, 
and Anna Shaw. For 
more info: e-mail Dr. 
Press: press@csp.edu or 
Kari.Raia@i44c.org. 
U4C applications for next 
year are due April 20, 
2012. Fill out the applica­
tion at www.u4c.org. 
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I Want My Money Back: Buying Books You Never Use 
By Kristi Loobeek 
Is there anything more frustrating than buying an ex­
pensive textbool< only to find you never even open it? Unfor­
tunately, this has become a reoccunring theme in my college 
career. I can always count on having at least one book, per 
semester, that lives on my desk and accumulates a thick layer 
of dust until buy-back day. 
As a freshman, I found myself buying books that were 
marked as "required," that, In fact, tumed out to be completely 
excessive: Zondervan Handbook to the Bible, Keeping the Re­
public: Power and Citizenship in American Politics, St. Martin's 
Handbook. In just one semester I wasted $179.75 on these 
three books that I never even opened (amount calculated from 
Concordia Bookstore's 2011 "used" book prices, not including 
tax). 
Now in the thick of my college career and in upper 
level classes, I had hoped my money would be well spent 
on textbooks, but I was definitely wrong. Just this semester I 
purchased a biology textbook/lab manual combo for $320.75; 
I have yet to do anything more than flip through the pictures 
in the textbook. The lab manual is indeed used; however, only 
one per lab group is truly needed. The lab manual, by itself, 
can be found on Amazon in "used" condition for roughly $30, 
(whereas the Concordia Bookstore only sells the textbook and 
lab manual bundled) split that between two lab partners and 
this class just wasted 305.75 of my precious dollars. 
(And as a disclaimer to those who may infer that my 
neglect towards textbooks has causes my grades substantial 
damage, my running GPA is 3.95. I think I'm doing okay.) 
I have found that there Is no general trend as to 
which subjects have unneeded "required" books assigned for 
their students: the aforementioned biology book, a kinesiology 
book the previous semester, a theology handbook, an English 
handbook...the list goes on and on. 
But why are textbooks going unused in the first place? 
My theory is at one point texttraoks were the cornerstones of 
lectures and homework assignments. However, ,with the de­
velopment of Blackboard and the rising popularity of Power­
Point presentations for lecture, hardcopy books have become 
outdated. What is the point of reading the chapter when the 
prof just hit all the key points and concepts in class with a 
PowerPoint that will be posted online for your later reference? 
With Google and Wikipedia readily available for the quick look­
up of vocab words, why would you waste time flipping through 
the back of the book? 
When 1 interviewed Robin Nelson, the Traditional 
Textbook Coordinator for Concordia, in our schools bookstore 
she sympathized with me. She herself was a student here and 
experienced the frustrations of buying a textbook that was never 
used in class. She explained to me that textbooks are labeled 
as required or optional at the digression of the professors and 
that only about one fifth of the classes at Concordia are "no 
text" classes. 
As for my disgruntling experience with bundled books, 
she explained that bundling textbooks is also the professors' 
call. In ideal circumstances, the bundling of textbooks, lab 
manuals, study guides and other supplementary items will actu­
ally xlecrease the cost to the student. 
The Bookstore, as it turns out, is not the bad guy in 
this story. Nelson informed me of multiple ways the store looks 
to save students money. Textbook buyback is the first and 
most commonly"Anown strategy. Textbooks used in Concordia 
classes, whether they were bought at the Concordia Bookstore 
or not, can be bought by the bookstore at the end of the 
semester. If the book that is to be bought back will be used 
again the following semester at Concordia, the buyback price 
will t)e 50% of the book's original sale price. However, if 
the book will not be used again, the sell back value will be 
deterriruned by the txx>kstore's whdeisalerv 
Who is in the wrong? 
"Times have changed; with 
such a wealth of information 
on the internet (at no cost) 
please don't make us pay 
the price for books. If we can 
achieve the same level of 
knowledge and earn just as 
high of grades without the 
textbook, don't make it 're­
quired' for us to buy it." 
"What is the point of read­
ing the chapter when the prof 
just hit all the key points and 
concepts in class with a Power­
Point that will be posted on­
line for your later reference? 
With Google and Wikipedia 
readily available for the quick 
look-up of vocab words, why 
would you waste time flipping 
through the back of the book?" 
"Why shouldn't our library 
rent out textbooks? Despite 
the subjects that are undergo­
ing constant change in their 
field (i.e. mass communication) 
in which new editions rarely 
last more than a year, it would 
only make sense to keep a 
class sized stock of each book 
in the library." 
A second strategy used by the bookstore to save 
students money is relatively new: textbook rental. The Book­
store now offers select books to be rented on a one semester 
basis. The pricing of the rental is detennined by the condition 
of the book (new vs. used). New books will be rented at 
half the new book's price; whereas used books will be rented 
at half the used book's price. 
Thirdly, and fairly uncommon, is the combining of 
select chapters of two different books into one textbook. If 
a class were to have two assigned textbooks; however, only 
a few chapters of each book were actually used, it is pos­
sible to have these select chapters (with the publisher's 
permission) combined and sold as one book. This option is 
uncommon most specifically because the select chapters are 
exclusive to the Concordia class, it would be near impossible 
to sell the books elsewhere if the professor decided to start 
using different readings. 
A final option to save students money is more under 
experimentation than an actual staple in regular classrooms. 
When professors know that they will only be using short 
excerpts from a book, they may make a photocopy of the 
section and put it on reserve in the library for the students 
to access on their own free time. In theory, all required 
reading, if it was less than 10% of the total book, could be 
photocopied and left on reserve for students to copy at their 
will. 
Along with making sure the copied material is less 
than 10% of the total, other restrictions apply due to copyright 
rules. Summarizing these rules, the work cannot have copies 
made of it more than nine times per term. Another key point 
in the copyright rules is that "consumable" materials (i.e. 
workbooks, homework questions, and other material intended 
to be completed only once) should never be copied. 
When I wanted a professor perspective I gravitated 
toward one I respect very much. Dr. Kim Flottemesch. I 
asked her what were some of the things she considered when 
selecting a textbook for a class. Among her first answers was 
readability. I know I'm not alone when I say the less dry a 
texttx)ok is, the more likely I am to read it. Other consider­
ations she mentioned were the quality of the examples used 
and activities suggested. And yes, the cost of the book is 
also a consideration. 
However, while talking to Flottemesch, it was her 
personal experience with textbooks that caught my attention. 
She explained to me that while teaching at the University of 
Wisconsin- Stout textbooks worked much like they did for 
most of us in high school. Books would be rented from the 
library and returned at the end of the semester with the op­
tion of purchasing the book if the student wanted to. (Much 
like our laptop fee, there was a textbook fee built into their 
tuition) 
What a great idea! Why shouldn't our library rent out 
textbooks? Despite the subjects that are undergoing constant 
change in their field (i.e. mass communication) in which 
new editions rarely last more than a year, it would only make 
sense to keep a class sized stock of each book in the library. 
You can't tell me too much has changed in the world of 
physics in at least a decade, lets stock up and start saving, 
Concordia! 
As for those textbooks that are quite literally never 
used in the classroom or with homework, I want to strongly 
encourage professors to flip the switch from "required" to 
"optional." Times have changed; with such a wealth of in­
formation on the internet (at no cost) please don't make us 
pay the price for books. If we can achieve the same level 
of knowledge and earn just as high of grades without the 
textbook, don't make it "required" for us to buy it. Ramen 
is great, but f don't really lilce to, edt ; it every night. 
r-feSS.*., 
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THEATRE AND ENTERTAIMMENT 
CROSS worn & WORN IMR 
By Rebecca McDermeit 
By Andrea Flowers 















The Concordia choir that has a trip to 
Korea this year 
A group of people who play various 
instruments to accopany a show 
Sound which can be melodic 
A motion picture or film 
A performance place consislting of a 
large square room with blackwalls 
and a floor (2 Words) 
A theater form that includes dialogue 
and songs 
The area where the acting actually 
takes place 
The person responsible for the 
financial aspects of a play or film 
The spectators who view a 
performance 
The person responsible for the 
interpretive aspects of a play or film 
A device which can take pictures of 
and/or films events 
A performance involving actors on a 
stage 
A person who performs in a play, 
movie, or show of some sort 
The items which illuminate the stage, 
actors, etc. 
24 The written copies of a play, film or 
TV show 
Down 
2 Where the technical elements of a 
stage production are controlled (2 
Words) 
3 The person who coordinates stage 
employees and makes sure the set 
works properly (2 Words) 
5 "The must go on!" 
6 The musical here at Concordia this April 
7 A choir here at Concordia, directed by 
Prof. Speer 
11 The person who wrote the music to a 
musical or show 
14 Person who writes the script to a play 
18 A building where plays, musicals anci 
shows take place 
19 A large piece of fabric which serves as a 
barrier between the audience and the 
actors between scenes 
20 The items that are used during a show 
or production 
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